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Some Account of the late Fofiah Wedgwood, Efq. 


aoe public ufefulnefs and private virtues of the late 
Jofiah Wedgwood entitle him to a diftinguifhed niche 
among the worthies of this ifland. 

He was the younger fon of a potter, but derived little or 
no property from his father, whofe poffeffions confifted chiefly 
of a fimall entailed eftate that defcended to the elder fon. He 
was the maker then of his own fortune, and his country has 
been benefited ina proportion not to be calculated. 

His many difcoveries of new {pecies of earthen wares and 
porcelains, his ftudied forms and chafte ftile of decoration, 
and the correétnefs and judgment with which all his works 
were executed under his own eye, and by artifts for the moft 
part of his own forming, have turned the current in this 
branch of commerce ; for, before his time, England imported 
the finer earthen-wares, but for more than 20 years paft fhe 
has exported them to a very great annual amount, the whole of 
which is drawn from the earth and from the induftry of the 
inhabitants ; while the national tafte has been improved, and 
its reputation raifed in foreign countries, 

His inventions have prodigioufly increafed the number of 
perfons employed in the potteries, and in the traffic and 
tranfport of their materials from diftant parts of the king 
dom; and this clafs of manufaéturers is alfo indebted to him 
for much mechanical contrivance and arrangement in their 
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operations; his private manufactory having had, for 30 years 
and upwards, all the efficacy of a public work of experiment. 

Neither was he unknown in the walks of philofophy.—His 
communications to the Royal Society, of which he was a 
member, fhew a mind enlightened by fcience, and contributed 
to procure him the efteem of {cientific men at home, and 
throughout Europe. 

At an early period of his life, feeing the impofiibility of ex- 
tending confiderably the manufatory he was engaged in, on 
the fpot which gave him birth, without the advantages of in- 
Jand navigation, he was the propofer of the Grand Trunk 
Canal, and the chief agent in obtaining the act of Parliae 
ment for making it, againft the prejudicesof the landed in- 
tereft, which at that time ftood very high, and but juft before 
had been with great difficulty overcome in another quarter b 
all the powerful influence of the Duke of Bridgwater, whole 
canal was at that time the only one that had been conftru@ted 
in this kingdom. The Grand Trunk Canal is go miles in 
length, uniting the rivers Trent and Merfey; and bragches 
have fince been made made from it 40 the Severn, to Oxford, 
and to many other parts, and will alfo have a communication 
with the Grand Junétion Canal from Braunfton to Brentford. 

Thele are fome. of his titles—to public.gratitude. His 
private worth will live for ever in the hearts of thofe who had 
the happinefs to know him, or to be the objeéts of his bene- 
ficence. A facred regard to juftice guided every action of 
his life, and amidft all the purfuits to which he was conftantly 
urged by a ftrong and active mind, his greateft folicitude was 
to do only that which was right and fit, 

Though in his 65th year, from his uniform temperance 
and milduels of difpofition, his friends had flattered themfelves 
with his continuance among them many years, but it is 
probable that the amputation of his right leg, which he under- 
went many years ago, had weakened his frame, 

The fuccefs of all the undertakings of this truly valuable 
man was the refult of wife forethought 5 and his love of juf- 
tice and the benevolent affections of his heart procured him 
as much of human felicity as falls generally to the lot of moft 
of us. In fuch an example may be traced the path of happi- 
nefs and of the beft enjoyment her¢. 


To 










































_—_—eFwvy & 


THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 43 


To the PRIN TER. 
SIR, 


= curiofity is in nothing, perhaps, more generally 
or more juftly gratified than with anecdotes and extracts 
from the writings of men who have attained to an eminent 
degree of celebrity. Hereby the public is, in fome degree, 
enabled to appreciate the real characters of fuch diftinguifhed 
individuals, and have the fatisfaCtion of knowing what fenti- 
ments have had the fanétion of fo great an authority. In 
queftions of a verbal or literary nature, the authority of that 
great lexicographer and literary Coloffus, Dr. Johnfon, is gene= 
rally admitted as decifive. Our political Coloffus, Mr. Burkey 
feems to have attained nearly an equal degree of celebrity, and 
with fome, at leaft, an equal degree of authority, in Ais line. 
I therefore conclude that, in the prefent critical fituation of our 
public affairs, it will be acceptable, and perhaps ufeful, to many 
of the numerous readers of your Entertainer, to know what 
were the fentiments of this now Right Hon. Gentleman, re- 
refpe@ting the fituation and intereft of this country, about 
fusteen years ago; for which purpofe I thall take the pains td 
tranforibe a few'of them, as | find them in his letters to his 
then conftituents at Briftol in the year 1778. 





Political Sentiments of Mr. Burke in 1778. 


“¢T fhould confider it (fays he) as a fatal fymptom, if, in our 
prefent diftrefled and adverfe circumftances, we fhould perfift 
in the errors which are natural only to profperity. Mode- 
ration, prudence, and equity, are far more fuitable to our cone 
dition, than loftinefs, and confidence, and rigour. It is proper 
to inform you that our meafares muft be healing. Too little 
dependence cannot be had, at this time of day, on names and 
prejudices. The eyes of mankind are opened, and com:nu- 
nities- muft be held together by an evident and /olid interelt. 
I know that it is but tco natural for us to fee our own certain 
ruin, in the probable profperity of other people. It is hard to 
perfuade us that any thing which is got by others is not taken 
from ourfelves, But it is fit we fhould get the better of thefe 
fuggeftions, which come from what is not the beft and 
foundeft part of our nature, and that we fhould form to ours 
felves a way of thinking, more rational, more juft, and more 
religious. I know that the deficiency in thefe argaments is 
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made up by the ufual refource on fuch occafions, the confidence 
in military force, and fuperior power. But that ground of 
confidence, which at no time was perfectly juft, or the avowal 
of it tolerably decent, is, at this time, very unreafonable,— 
Late experience has fhown, that it cannot be altogether relied 
upon; and many, if not all our prefent difficulties have arifen 
from putting our truft in what may very poffibly fail, and if it 
fhould fail, leaves thofe who are hurt by fuch reliance, with- 
out pity. Whereas honefty and juftice, reafon and equity, go 
a very great way in fecuring profperity to thofe who ufe them, 
and, in cafe of failure, fecurcs the beft retreat, and the moft ho- 
nourable confolation. The military force kept up in order to 
cramp the natural facultics of a people, and to prevent their 
arrival to their utmoft profperity, is the inftrument of their 
Jervitude, not the means of their protedtion.”” 

Thefe were then the fentiments of this great politician, 
not uttered in the warmth of debate, but deliberately written 
to his conftituents, and through them, by their publication, to 
the public at large. Some Englifhmen, perhaps, will think 
they are at leaft as applicable to the circumftances of this 
country in the year 1794, as they werein 1778. How coi 
fiftent with his language and conduét fince he himfelf found 
out the way to fupply the deficiency of thefe arguments, thofe 
who have read his Refle€tions on the French Revolution, 
his Appeal from the New (as he was pleafed to call his for- 
mer friends) to the Old Whigs, and his late fpeeches in Par- 
liament, are defired to confider ; and at the fame time to bear 
in mind that, when he ufed the above rational, juft, and reli- 
gious language, he was in a ftate of hoftility to that Court 
by which he is now carefled and penfioned. 


TEMPORA MUTANTUR. 





An Account of a School of Artillery, lately inftttuted by 
the Grand Seignior. 


wt Bice Grand Seignior has founded in Lis capital a fchool 
of artillery. ‘The plan is curious, and honourable to 
itsauthors. The object is to form the fubjects of the Grand 
Seignior into a body proficient in all the claffes of the mathee 
matics. They will apply to fortification, navigation, and na- 
val architeure. They will derive their whole fortune from 
his Highnefs, and of courle dedicate their talents exclufively 
to his fervice. 


The 
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The pupils muft not exceed 40, their age not beyond 
25 years. If the pupils are not of family, they are to be 
maintained by the Prince. They are to be diftributed into 
two clafles. A Turk is to be appointed fuperintendent of 
decorum with full authority. The fciences taught are tobe 
arithmetic, geometry, trigonometry, algebra, and mechanics. 
When they are perfected in thefe clements, they are to be 
diftributed into clafles: Some deftined to fortification and are 
tillery, others to naval architeCture, navigation, &c. 

The following are the encouragements to excel: They 
are to be examined every three months, and rewarded. There 
is to be, moreover, an annual examination, and prizes diftri- 
buted to the moft affiduous. The fcholars are to be in fchool 
at half paft eight in the morning. The leffons are to be 
from nine to twelve. Inthe afternoon the ftudents repeat the 
ftudies of the morning, and receive the orders for the next 
morning’s application. The mafters are employed in pre 
paring treatifes upon the fciences in the Turkith language. 

Sunday is a day of repofe for both mafter and ftudent,— 
Additional articles recommend the ftudics of aftronomy and 


geography. 





An ANECODOT E. 


. oe following ftriking anecdote of prodigality reduced 
to poverty and want, yet keeping up its character in the 
very hour of defpair, is thus related by Mrs. Piozzi, in the firft 
voluine of her Britifh Synonymy :—Two gentlemen of Italy 
were walking leifurely up the Haymarket, fome time in the 
year 1749, lamenting the fate of the famous Cuzzona, an 
actrefs who fome time before had been in high vogue, but was 
then, as they heard, in a very pitiable fituation. Let us goand 
vifit her, faid one of them ; fhe lives but overthe way. The 
other confented ; and calling at the door, they were fhewn up 
ftairs, but found the faded Leauty dull and fpiritlefs, unable or 
unwilling to converfe on any fubject. How’s this, cried one 
of her confolers, are you ill? or is it but low fpirits chains 
your tongue fo ?—Neither, anfwered the ; "tis hunger, I fups 
pole; I ate nothing yelterday, and now ’tis paft fix o’clock, 
and not one penny havel in the world to buy me any food.— 
Come with us inftantly to a tavern; we will treat you with 
the beft roait fowls and port wine that London can produce. 


But I will have neither my dinner, nor my place of eating it, 
prefcribed 
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prefcribed to me, replied Cuzzona, in a fharper tone; elfe 
I need never have wanted. Forgive me, cries the friend ; do 
your own way; but eat, in the name of God, and reftore 
fainting nature. She thanked him then, and calling to hera 
friendly wretch who inhabited the fame theatre of mifery, 
gave him the guinea with which the vifitor accompanied his 
Jaft words ; and run with this money, faid fhe, to fuch a wine 
merchant, naminghim: He’s the only perfon that keeps good 
tokay by him; ’tis a guinea a bottle, mind you, to the boy— 
and bid the gentleman you buy it of give you a loaf into the 
bargain—he won’t refufe.—In half an hour, the Jad returned 
with the tokay. But where, cries Cuzzona, is the loaf, 
I fpoke for ?—The merchant would give me no loaf, replies 
her meflenger; he drove ‘me from the door, and afked me if 
¥ took him for a baker. Blockhead, exclaimed the, why I muft 
have bread to my wine, you know, and [have not a perinyto 
purchafe any. Go beg mea loaf directly —The fellow res 
turns once more, with a loaf in his hand, and a halfpennys 
telling them the gentleman threw him three halfpence, and 
Jaughed: at his impudence.x—She gave her Mercury the half- 
penny, broke the bread into a wafh-hand bafon that ftood 
near, poured the tokay over it, and devoured the whole with 
eagernefs. This was, indeed, a heroine in profufion. Some 
active well-wifhers procur:d her a benefit after this: She 
gained about 350l. ’tis faid, and laid out 2001. of the money 
inftantly in a foell cap ! 





An Account of ihe Trial of Thomas Hardy for High 
Treafon. 


OLD BAILEY, LONDON. 
Fripay, Oober 31, 1794. 
(Continued from Page 24.) 


R. ERSKINE took a diftinfion in the meaning of the 

term overt-aét. He contended that it muft be a de- 
monftration of the compafling and imagining to take away the 
natural life of the Sovereign; and he difcriminated between 
the death of the King, and an attack upon his power and ma- 
jefty. The jury he affirmed, were judges of the intention as 
well as the act, and the proof muft- be formal and convincing, 
T afk 
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I afk the Court, whether by this evidence, or any thing that 
appears, it can be collected when the defign averred in the ine 
di&ment originated. If there be no proof of fuch intention 
by overt-act, where does it exift ? In the imagination, What 
is an overt-act of imagination ? 

Alluding to France, he faid, there to accufe was fufficient, 
and the unhappy man would have been hurried away to inftaat 
execution, Here, God be thanked! we proceeded upon 
the eftablifhed law of the land, and nothing but what was 
proved by a&@ to have been conceived, would be received as 
proof of traitorous intention. He anticipated, with confie 
dence and pleafure, that time when the verdict of the jury 
would, he trufted, fend them home with compofed and quieé 
confciences.—** You will congratulate, and, after the difs 
charge of a painful duty, folace yourfelves in the delights of 
focial home ;—bur, whatever you determine, the prifoner can 
have no fuch comfort—he has no home—the affectionate huf- 
band has no wife to receive him—the agonies of his fituation 
have dragged her to the grave. ; 

Reverting then to the term overt-act, Mr. Erfkine ftated the 
cafeof Sir John Frend, who had been indi¢ted for intending 
to depofe and cut off King William in favour of the Pres 
tender. Lord Chier Juftice Holt tried this caufe. Frend’s 
argument was that it was only a confpiracy to levy, not an 
actual levy of war. The Lord Chief juttice faid there may 
be a war levied againft the King without any defign upon his 
perfon. 

He ridiculed the idea of this being a confpiracy to deftroy 
the life of the King, and afked Mr. Attorney and Mr. Solicitor 
why they had waited from the year 1792 to the prefeat 
hour, if they believed its exiftence ? Thefe Societies were 
40,000 f{trong; if they believed any man inclined to affafinate 
the Sovereign, why were they filent ?—Is it to be credited that 
fomething would not have been done againft a Monarch, who 
confiding in the love of his people gocs much unguardedly 
among them, with only afewfervants? Lookat the prifoner, 


gentlemen of the jury, examine his countenance, what find 


you there, that fhould lead you to fuppofe he could, himfeif a 
mild and amiable character, meditate the taking away the life 
of a Prince exemplary in his dutics, a fond bufband, and the 
father of a numerous and moft promifing progeny? Why 
have they thought by the employment of their kind informers, 
to fuffer them to go on incrror; and when they had proceeded 
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far enough, as they thought, let down the latch, and afk a cons 
{cientious jury to fpill their blood. 

The charge againft this man is not for aflembling the 
Scotch Convention, but for one that never was held. Whether 
the reform of Parliament would remedy the grievances they 
rheant to procure the redrefs of, 1 do not undertake to confider. 
—It was faid thefe defects in the Government were a mere 
ftalking horfe. If they had never occurred previoufly to wifer 
men, I might be contented to conclude that they had bad de- 
figns, He withed to treat fuch men as Mr. Pitt and the 

uke of Richmond with great refpec&t. The father of the 
former, Lord Chatham, had made thefereforms the glory of his 
life, and left the principle as a legacy to his fon, who had found 
his glory in the fame purfuit. The Conftitational Society 
owed its origin to thofe perfons. I have myfelf, faid Mr. Eri- 
kine, often afferted that there would be a revolution if there 
were not a reform. 

Read the letter to Colonel Sharman—Mr, Erfkine explained 
to the jury who this Colonel Sharman was. He ftated him to 
have been at the head of 10,000 men, who were in arms, to 
procure their rights. Nocnethought of purfuing the meeting 
as illegal, or the Colonel as a traitor, They atchieved their 
object, without which, he would venture to fay, his Majefty 
would have had no more fovereignty in Ireland than in Ame- 
rica. Thishe mentioned in proof, that the being in arms, un- 
lefs the intentions made it fo, was not high treafon, 

Mr. Erfkine alluded now to the conteft which Mr. Burke 
had provoked, and which introduced Paine as a writer to this 
country—As, he faid, he fhould have frequent occafion to al- 
hude to him, fo he muft premife it would be done with inviolable 
refpect. Noman felt more fenfibly than himfelf for the do- 
meftic calamity, which now kept that gentleman from public 
affairs; no man owned greater obligation to the fplendor of 
his genius, and the boundlefs extent of his talents. The books 
of Mr, Paine, produced in a ftate of irritation, had been faid, 
by a witnefs, to be approved by the perfons indiéted, and this 
was deemed fufficieat to overturn the teftimony of Govern- 
ment witnefles, when it made in favour of the accufed. 

You have heard men examined as to the nature of the So- 
cieties, what were the principles of the members, and the ob- 
jects they propofed—they have told you that they themfelves 
feared God and honoured the King, but that they wifhed re- 
form, and reform by legal and conttitutional means. 

Mr. Erfkine 
9 
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Mr. Erfkine here made a declaration of his own political 
principles, in which he agreed but with the judgments of 
greater men, that the people had the power to alter the 
Government, and the general fentiment of the people was le« 
gally collected in the manner in which th¢ prifoner propoled to 
collectit. He was convinced of one thing, that in the event 
of a rebellion againft the ftate, the great body of the people 
would be for the Crown and its inheritance. It ftands alone 
upon the love of the peopie, and retains it only while it is at- 
tentive to their wifhes. The Rights of Man, his natural 
and imprefcriptible rights, were the foundations of every thing. 

It was not without fome furprize and concérn, that he heard 
his learned friend the Attorney-General endeavour to conttrue 
the formation of a Convention into an implied force; and 
faying that the King could not confiftently with his coronation 
oath, comply with any authority which the Convention may 
affume ; and that the conttitution being antecedent to all po- 
fitive laws, the people could not aét while that government 
exifted. ‘Though there was not the flighteft profpect that the 
Convention alluded to could ever afpire to the aflumption of 
Jegiflative functions, yet to the general argument, he would re- 
ply by the opinions cf many excellent writers, and particularly 
of Mr. Locke, who maintained the principle of “ Salus populi 

Suprema lex eft.” 

The firft proof adduced againft the prifoner was, the addrefs 
of the Correfponding Society, which however, improper it 

may be, carried with it very little refemblance to a confpiracy 
againft the State, for never before this was it imagined thata 
grand confpiracy fhould be conducted through the medium of 
the newfpapers—and all their proceedings were publifhed. 
To corroborate this evidence, they produced a fong found in 
the poflcflion of the prifoner Hardy. Good God! and wasa 
man’s life to depend upon a fong, which may be fent him by a 
py, which may come to him by accident, and were his (Mr. 
Erikine’s) houfe to be fearched in the fame manner, he could 
not anfwer that fongs and other writings may not be found fuf- 
ficient upon this fort of couftruCtive guilt to hang himfelf and 
all his family. 

Having commented very fully upon the uncertainty of fuch 
evidence, he proceeded to thew that the objects of this addrefs, 
attributed as criminal to the prifoner, were precifcly the fame 
as thofe avowed and publithed in the letter of the Duke of 
Richmond, However induttrioufly it may be circulated with 
the view of injuring his client, that the term Convention, and 
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the denomination of delegates was taken from the proceedings 
in France, he could eafily make it appear that this reprefenta- 
tion was erroncous. ‘The word Convention did not hereto 
fore found harfhly in a Britith ear. An Honourable Gentle- 
man, then in Court, (Mr. Sheridan, who with Mr. Grey, has 
attended: during the whole of thefe proceedings) fat as dele- 
gate in 2 Convention at Guildhall in the year 1780, with moft 
of the city magiftrates. The idea of a Convention in Scot- 
Jand was ftill lefs novel. he Parliament having refufed, as 
they had.a right todo if they pleafed, the application made to 
them for areform in the Scotch boroughs, a Convention was 
held in Edinburgh, at which the Lord Chief Baron prefided, 
and at which a near relation of his—a relation on whom he 
greatly prided him(elf, at the head of the bar in Scotland—(his 
brother Harry Erfkine) affiited amongft others as a delegate. 
Sir Thomas Dundas, whofe property and influence were very 
great in the country, but who was willing to facrifice his pri- 
vate interefts to the public advantage, brought the refolutions 
of that meeting himfclf to a newfpaper in London, (the 
Morning Chronicle) and paid for their infertion. 

This Convention was holden in the {pring cf 1793, and 
what was remarkable, for want of that accuracy of expreflion 
which obtains moft in this country, they ftiled themfelves a 
Convention, held for the purpofe of amending the ftate of ree 
prefentation in the Scotch boroughs. ‘This had much more 
the appearance of 2n aflumption of legiflative fun&tions than 
any thing done by the Convention, which was charged as cri- 
minal in this indictment. 

Thefecond charge was brought upona letter from Norwich 
of the 11th of November 1792, in which they complained of 
the difpofition cf the people of Shefficld, to be contented with 
the moderate reform propofed by the Friends of the People, 
whereas they wifhed for annual Parliaments and univertal fuf- 
frage. ‘This he made the fubjecét of triumphant difcovery in 
pointing out the inconfiltency of the charges,as the Society of 
Sheffield were accufed of the mott viclent determination, 
whereas they were proved by this letter to be rather guilty of 
moderatifm. The Attorney General in {peaking upon this 
point, had compared the intended reform to the Parliament of 
Cromwell ; and Mr. Erfkine challenged him to make out the 
refemblance. “The Norwich addrefs demanded an equal repre- 
fentation of all the people, univerfal fuffrage, and annual Par- 
haments, without glancing at the King’s authority, or the exif- 
tence 
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tence of the Houfe of Lords ; but the two latter Cromwell's 
Parliament would not acknowledge. 

The third point of accufation was the Society of which the 
prifoner was the Secretary, fending delegates to the Conven- 
tion at Edinburgh, in fupport of which they had read the let- 
ter of Mr. Skirving. ‘They affert that the Conftitutional So- 
ciety in London was the mother of all the other Societies 
throughout the kingdom. But it would appear upon cxamina- 
tion, that the Conftitutional Society, compofed originally of 
fome of the moft refpectable perfons in the kingdom, was re= 
vived by the Societies in Scotland, and through them arofe the 
Correfponding Society in London. 


(To be continued.) 





The CONDUCT 6f EXPECTANT RELATIONS. 


To the PRINTER. 
SIR, 


Was early put in pofleffion of a fortune amounting to much 
more than what fome people would be inclined to calla 
competence ; and being little difpofed to bufinefs, which, 
I oblerved, tended often to mar as well as menda fortune, 
I refolved to lead a quiet life, free from buftle and ambition.— 
Some circumftances preventing my marrying when young, 
I lived to acquire the name and renown of an old bachelor, in 
which honourable fituation, I am kept in countenance by my 
fitter Deborah, aged 55, who, for reafons beft known to her= 
felf, has very honettly earned the name of old maid. 

People, in general, I know, are very apt to exercife a fund 
of wit at the expence of the old bachelors and old maids.— 
They confider us as a very idle and ufelefs kind of people. 
They even reproach us for being fuch fools as to give _up all 
the comforts and pleafures of the matrimonial ftate for no 
reafon in the world that they can difcover, Without entering 
with them into any controverfy upon the fubject, I fhall only 
hint, that as they do aflert that we wiltully forego the greateit 
comforts and pleafures of life, they ought to give us fome 
credit for our forvearance. The man who rejects a pleafure 
that is within his reach may honettly claim the praife of iclf- 
denial. Deborah, indeed, is not difpofed to argue fo philofo- 
phically upon the fubje&. ‘Depending more upon the matter 
of fact, the argues that fhe had many lovers, and that fhe res 
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jeGed them; but this was not, I apprehend, fo much from 
any violent averfion to matrimony, as from a confidence inthe 
duration of. her privilege of choofing. She had a notion, 
which very fenfible women unthinkingly indulge, that beauty 
was not of a perifhable nature, and that lovers would not be 
wantiog whenever fhe fhould be difpofed to make a decifive 
choice. Burt, alas! thefe happy days are fled, and fhe is now 
convinced of the truth of many an old proverb then repeated 
to her, about the neglect of good offers, about being over 
nice, 2iid about making hay while the fun fhines, &c. 

" But whatever may be our mortifications from having let 
flip the golden opportunity of connubial happinefs, and from 
being branded with the odious epithets of old bachelor and old 
maid, I can aflure you we would confent to bear all thofe with 
proper refignation, if another epithet were not unfortunately 
acked to our names, which is the caufe of much more mif- 
chief. 1 mean, Sir, that Deborah is an old aunt, and I am an 
old uncle! We have three brothers who have exactly half-a- 
dozen children a piece; and as my fifter’s fortune and mine, 
from the moderation of our expences, muft be daily accumu- 
Jating, we are eyed by the whole family in a manner, which 
I need not very particularly defcribe to one who knows the 
world. Were you, indeed, to fee the refpect with which we 
are treated by our numerous nieces and nephews, you would 
envy us the happinefs of being fo beloved. But if you knew 
as much as we do, you would at once perceive the vaft dif- 
tance there is between refpect and affection. 

I know no fituation more humiliating than that of a man, 
who knows that he is looked up to upon account of his wealth 
only; who ‘knows what a paltry confideration that is; and 
whole relations fhow him refpeét and attention merely that. he 
may repay it by leaving them his whole fortune. Yet fuch is 
the fituation of moft unmerried aunts and uncles. And this 
fituation is rendered particularly difagreeable, if the faid aunts 
and uncles fhould prefume upon their years and experience, fo 
far as to find fault with the condu& of their young relatives, be 
that conduct ever fo abfurd or pernicious, Then directly 
comes the proverbs relating to “ bachelors” wives, and 
6 old maids’ children,” 

Now, Sis, if I chofe ferioufly to refent this uncharitablenefs, 
I could prove beyond all power of contradiction, thit more 
children have been ruined by their fathers and mothers, than 
ever were, in any degree, injured by their uncles and aunts. 
4 could prove, moreover, that pateznal affection, when not 
moderated 
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moderated by wifdom, refle&tion, and fume expericnce, is 
downright cruel: ty, and that indulgence, in nine cales out of 
ten, is “warranted neither by grade nce nor neceffity. But 
I wave thefe confiderations, and proceed with my own cafe. 

It does fo happen that Deborah (who has the notion that, 
although fhe never bore children, fhe may know how to govern 
them)” will frequently interfere in the management of her 
nieces; and I muft confefs that fhe does hold “fome opinions 

upon this fubje€t, which are, in the prefent age, to {peak in 
plain terms, both heterodox and damnable. For example, the 
oppofed their going to a boarding-fchool, where young ladies 
of quality only are educated. That is pretty tolerable for a 
fpecimen: But farther, fhe maintains that three or four plays 
in afeafon, with an operas’ and a concert or two, are quite 
fufficient for young ladies of the rank of her nieces, She 
alfo infinuates, that it is a very improper thing to detain them 
for three or four months together from churc hy under the pre 
tence of vifiting in the country on Sundays. Thefe, you 
mutt allow, are very unpleafant doctrines, and cannot but give 
great offence to f{mart, {prightly girls, who are educated gen- 
teely and properly, Deborah, however, is fo hardened in he- 
refy, toat fhe has prefumed even to find fault with fome parts 
of their drefs, although perfectly fafhionable, and has uttered 
{entiments on naked bofoms, which I am afraid to repeat upon 
paper, left I fhould fhock the delicacy of your female readers, 

Little reafon, certainly, have J to find fault with this vee 
nerable ipinfter, who muft myfelf acknowledge with all the 
fame of a difappointed reformer, that 1 am not a found bee 
liever in the fyitem adopted in the cafeof my nephews.— 
Often have I ventured to doubt the propriety of placing ; boys 
of fourteen or fixteen on their owit horfes, with mor ney in their 
pockets, to ride about the vicinity of the metro polis from Sa- 
turday to Monday. Often have I even dedated, and perhaps 
with fome warmth, whether a tavern be a proper place for 
perfons of their years ; and I have dared to prophecy, thata 
time will come when parents will iepent having boafted of 
their childcen’s remarkable proficiency at cards, the graceful 
elegance of their minuc:- Ps and the ae cy bets they made at 
Aicot races. And, what funs up the whole of my iniquity is, 
that I cannot hear thefe things oftea wetness difgutt ; 
and you kaow, Sir, that what we cannot bear without difguft, 
We afc apt toreprobate without genticucls. The confequence 
is, that our young relations are particularly cautious not to 
come never their aunt and uncle upon ceria occafions, * bes 
caufe 
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caufe you know, Jack or Tom, 4e will only make a piece of 
work about it, and your o/daunt will be in her tantrums again. 

But then, Sir, they are greatly puzzled about one thing, and 
that is, with them, the one thing needful. Our money—Our 
money, muf? pofitively not go out of the family There is the 
rub. Outward decency and refpect muft, therefore, be pre 
ferved ; and, accordingly, we receive many a very cordial in- 
vitation to vifit our brothers’ and filters’ families, “ when they 
have no company.” All our invitations are couched in the 
moft familiar ftyie of a pot luck, or family-dinner. This is 
the moft uncomfortable of all our meetings, from the con- 
#traint our prefence evidently impofes upon them, firft, to res 
frain from a behaviour which they think fafhionable ; and 
fecondly, to put on an appearance of attachment, which they 
can with the greateft difficulty fupport. The children, not 
yet adepts in cunning, or not fufficiently aware of the danger 
they run by offending us, will now and then betray the family 
fentiments in a very aukward manner. For this they are 
{martly checked by the mother, with an expreffion of aftonifh- 
ment, ** where they could have learned fuch words as Old 
Square Toes!” And furely, Sir, fuch words make no part of 
Mr. Locke’s innate ideas; they muft come by imitation. It 
was but laft winter, we loft a near and valuable relation. On 
our return from the funeral, while we were expatiating on the 
virtues of the deceafed, and Mrs. Thomas Oldftyle, my fe- 
cond brother’s wife, was fhedding a flood of tears to his me 
mory, in bounced her youngeft daughter, in deep mourning, 
with “ Mama, our mafquerade drefles are come!” A dil- 
eharge of mufketry into the windows could not have occa- 
fioned greater confufion, nor if every fhot had taken effect, 
could have produced a more dead filence. During their con- 
fafion | took my leave; and next night this family of heart- 
felt mourners appeared as a group of dancing-gypiies, or fome 
fich characters, at the Opera-houfe. I was afterward in- 
formed, that hopes were entertained that my deafnefs had been 
aggravated by a cold, and that perhaps | bad not heard what the 
imprudent girl haduttered. Ji: j uttice to her, however, I muft 
fay that I fat fo in the room that the could not fee me when fhe 
entered, and therefore fhe only committed one of thofe mil- 
tekes to which the moft prudent of us are liable. 1 ventured, 
fume time after this affair, to hint my difpleafure at it, but I 
was filenced by an argument which, 1 mutt confefs, it was not 
in the power of logic to withitand 5 | was told, as an irrefrae 
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gable anfwer to all my objections, that it was the laft maf- 
querade of the feafon, and there would not be another oon /”” 

In fhort, fuch are the ftrange and heretical doGrines main- 
tained by Deborah and me, and fuch the abfolute neceffity of 
our relations keeping well with us, that their families are 
formed into committees of fecrecy, and I really believe they 
{wear every new fervant not to divulge to us, any part of the 
public or private acts of the family. But fecrecy, where a 
number are concerned, is not very practicable, and it is not 
good to be too fecure. A few days ago, one of my nieces 
called upon me witha companion of her’s. 1 made them as 
welcome as I could i7 my way, aid my niece was profufe in 
her tender attentions, and actually prefented me with a pair of 
garters which the had bought at the almfhoufes near Margate. 
So kind a mark of remembrance did not go without its re- 
ward, and as I am eatily foftened by little things, I wifhed to 
efface all paft matters from my mind. On their departure, 
the companion, I {uppofe, had accidentally dropped the follow- 
ing note, which, although open, I would not have read, if 1 had 
not by a giance of the eye, obferved a word or two whieh 
feemed to apply to me. It relates to a vilit paid me fome 
weeks ago. 


‘© Dear Maria, 


“ T am forry I cannot mect you before nine o’clock. The 
eld put was at our houfe a week ago, and looked fo glum about 
fomething, that my mother wifhed [ would drink tea with him, 
and put him in good humour. But I| thall make a ver, fhort 
ftay, for Lam fure I fhall have a head-ach, and be with you be- 
fore the firft rubder is out. 

“J am, &c. 


« FE. OLDSTYLE. 


s PS. I hope Deborah Cru/y will not bethere. Lord-a- 
mercy on me between them.” 





Accidents, like the above, have thrown in my wav more of 
thefe proofs of their tendernefs and attachment, and [ referve 
them for the day of retribution. In the meantime, as the 
publication of thisletter will ferve to convince them that the 
old put is not deaf, nor the old cat blind, Lam willing to try what 
a conicioulnels of their own ceceitful practices may effeét, and 
from the fincerity of their fhame, or meannefs of their concef- 
fons, l fhall be able to decide whether they fhall ever have oce 
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cafion to look up to Deborah or myfelf, as aunt and uncle, in 
any thing elfe than name.. 

Alas! Sir, the injury done to us is fmall, We may be de- 
ceived intoa fondnefs for their children, and that fondnefs may 
prompt us to bequeath to them our fortunes. There all the 
injury ends with regard to us; and it is no crime to be de- 
ceived. The crime, and 2 great one, is to form in young 
aminds a fyftem of fraud and falfehood, which contaminates the 
heart, and will render them dutiful to their parents, no longer 
than their parents fubferve to their follies. Let them reflect 
on this and be happy—if they can. 

lam, Sir, . 
Your very humble fervant, 


THEOPHILUS OLDSTYLE. 





An ANECDOT E 


HEN grief fubfides, it then, and no fooner, finds a 
tongue. We complain, becaufe complaining is an 
effort to difburden the mind of its diftrefs. This obfervation 
is finely illuftrated by a ftory which Herodotus records.— 
Cambyfes, when he conquered Egypt, made Pfammenitus, the 
King, prifoner ; and, for the trial of his conftancy, he ordered 
his daughter to be drefied in the habit of a flave, and to be 
employed in bringing water from the river; His fon alfo was 
Jed to execution with a halter about his neck. The Egyptians 
vented their forrow in tears and lamentation: Plammenitus 
only with a downcaft eye, remained filent. Afterward, mect- 
ing one of his companions, a man advanced in years, who being 
plundered of all, was begeing alms, he wept bitterly, calling him 
byhis name. Cambyies, iiruck with wonder, demanded an 
anfwer to the following queftion: “ Pfammenitus, thy mafter 
Cambyfes is defirous to know why, after thou hadft feen thy 
daughter fo ignominioully treated, and thy fon led to execution, 
without exclaiming or weeping, thou fhouldft be fo highly con- 
cerned for a poor man no way related to thee ?””—Pfammenitus 
returned the following anfwer: “ Son of Cyrus, the calami- 
ties of my family are too great to leave me the power of weep- 
ing ; but the misfortunes of a companion, reduced in his old 
age to wantof bread, is a fit fubject for lamentation.” 


6 Anfwer 
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Anfwer, by B. Sampfon, of Gwennap, to Hermes’s Queftion, in- 
ferted June 30 





GIVEN Ji |x*+y?=m 
} [2 | xy—y*=n 
I—x? 13|y*=m—x 
Yr [4 | y°=xy—n 
3 and 4 } 5 |m—x*=xy—n 
m -+ n—x? 
5." | 6 | y=—— 
x 
6@-* and 
ufed in firft 
equation * | 7 | x*+x? —2mx* —2nx* —mx+2mn+m 
+n*?=—0, 


This equation reduced and folved, the value of y may be 
foon found from the 6th ftep, without any affected equation 
whatever. 


*+* We have received the like anfwer from W. Davies, 
junior, of Gluvias, 





Anfwer, by P. of Dorfetfire, to F. Collins's Charade, inferted 
Odiaber ©, 1794+ 


OUR charade, Sir, 1 fought with care, 
The anfwer right to find, 
WESTCOMB’s your friend, the parts declare, 
When they are both combin’d. 





4n ANAGRAM, by F. B. Chivers, of St. Au/rell, 


NE of a foreign land tranfpofe, 
And you'll a fith thereby difclofe. 





dn ENIGMA, ly Furze Stub, of Long Moor. 


OME, ye youths, for you are able, 
Hidden mytterics to expound, 
Where nice daiaties grace the table, 
Search for mel theream found, 


Vou XXV, 623. 
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Cooks and fcullions own my favours, 
Gentry like my relifh well 5 
I their geefe and turkies tuam, 
Which their hungry ftomachs quell. 


Tho’ ina difmal cell confin’d, 
Moftly hid from human eyes, 
YetI frequent am defigned 
To adorn the golden prize. 


Tho’ to Kings and courts I haften, 
When perfection leaves her care, 
Yet in embryo | am chofen 
Where loud furges charm the car. 


Some will fay, and men of reafon, 
Emblem I of wifdomam; 

Whether truce or falfe I feafon 
Many things, and them improve. 


Doétors fay, and grave phyficians, 
I fupport the health of man, 
Parfons, lawyers, and magicians, 

All—deny it he who can. 


When fell war and infurre€tion 
Round us wield their bloody wand, 

And rank famine and deftruction, 
Scatter (carcenefs round the land. 


Then their fteeds foldiers difcover 
Pinching hunger to fubdue; 

But, alas! the ‘y want my power 
To compleat their homely ftew. 


Now ye fair, my tale’s before ye, 
To the world my name explain; 
I your fervant am moft furely, 
And within your kitchens reign. 


SRR IK IOK MOR OCR ROR OKO IOK 

*|* © Confecration, a Poem,” has very confiderable Me- 
rit; andit is with Regret that we decline inferting it on Account 
of its anny calkuleted ta vive Offence to many rofpectable and 
well-meani Perjons. On another Sub ec? it would give us 
Piesfure to hear from him, and his ; favours would meet with 


refpeciful Attention, OETR a 
P * 
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ODE for the NEW YEAR. 
By Henry James Pye, Ef 


Poet-Laureat. 


GAIN the fwift revolving 
P hours 

Bring January’s frozen car; 
Still difcord on the nations 


low’rs; ; 
Still reigns the iron pow’r of 
war. 
Huth’d be awhile the tumult’s 
{torm, 
Awhile let concord’s milder 
form 


Glide gently o’er each fmi- 
ling plain ; 
While, as they weave the myr- 
tle wreath, 
The fportive loves and graces 
breathe, 
The Hymeneal ftrain. 
tigh tro- 
From parent Elbe’s 
phied fhore, 
bie >! our illuftrious chiefs of 


Brought that bleft code of. laws 
their.fons revere, 

And bade the glorious fabric 
flourith here, 

The Royal Virgin comes.~Ye 


Raies, 

Aufpicious, fill the {welling 
fails; 

And, while ye gently curl the 
azure deep, 

Let every ruder blaft in filence 
fleep ; 

For not trom Aftic’s golden 
fancs, 

Or eithe r India’s glowing lands, 

Have e’er the fay’ting Neveids 
brow ghe 















































A prize to us fo dear, a bark fo 
richly fraughe. 

Bright maid, to thy expecting 
Cyes,s 

When Albion’s cliffs congenial 
rife, 

No foreign forms thy looks 
fhall meet, 

Thine ear no foreign accents 
* 

Here fh: ‘il thy breaft united 

traniports prove 

Of kindred fondnefs and con= 
nubial love. 

Oh that amid the nuptial flow- 
ers we twine, 

Our hands the olive’s fober 
leaves might join ; 

Thy prefence teach the ftorm of 
war to ceafe, 

Difarm che battle’s rage, and 
charm theworld to peace. 


Yet, if the ftern vindictive foe, 

Infulting, aim the hoftile blow, 

Britain, inm artial terrors dight, 

Lifts high ch’ avenging fword, 
and courts the fig ht. 


On every fide be! 1old her fwains 
Crowd eager from her fertile 
plains ; 


With breait undaunted, lo! they 
_ ftand, 
san 12 bulwarks of their native 
an 
And ve. her floating caitles 
round, 
The guardians of her happy 
coa ut, 
Bid their terrific thunder found 
Diimay to Gallia’s fcatter’d hoft 
While {till Britannia’s navies 
_ reign 
Triumphant o'er the fubjea& 


gain, 
Elegy, 
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Elegy, addreffedy in the Winter Thy eevee bofom’s charitable 
i y glow, 
go v 93» ve fed Bred In lafting record on thy out- 
in Seven Oaks Church, in ward breatt ;) 
the County of Kent. 
And com’ft thou yet again, a fe- 


WEET WARBLER, that, raph, down, 
amid this faithlefs throng, The griefs of fuffering inno- 
And often ftation’d at the al- cence to trace ; 
tar’s fide, Make every fich, that needs re- 
Dott {well aloft thy little votive drefs, thy own, 
fong, And kindly waft them to the 
With emulative zeal, and mo- Throne of Grace. 


deft pride, ; . 
If this be thy aufpicious miffion, 


And oft, without, tho’ wintry take, 
Eurus howls, Oh take the forrows of my 
Chilling all nature in his wounded heart ; 
gloomy way ; Wrongs, which thefe deep and 
Tho’ like malignity, the tem- frequent fighs awake, 
pelt {cowls, And which thefe Gghs alone 
We’re charm’d within with cao well impart. 


thy religious lay. 
Take them, all eloquent, and 


Art thou a wandering pilgrim fo difpofe, 
of the air, At length, to mercy, the Al- 
Whom bleft compaffion from mighty breath, 
that region calls, _ That it may mitigate their force 
For man, immers’d in vice and orclofe 
worldly care, — . Their fecret anguith with the 
To bymn thy orifons within blifs of deach! 
thefe walls? S. 





Or art thou pity’s bird, returu’d Be 


aDCWs + e oT 
That erft, while thy own cra- On WANTON SATIRE, 


vings were withitood, : — | 
Suftain’d, and hhelter’d, from VW HEN  jafice bids you 
the night’s dank dew, take the critic’s pen, 


; . - indeed } d 
The poor deferted ¢hiluren in bape — ecadennd: 7° a 
the wood ? } 


Reluctantly you'll aét the cy- 
nic’s part, 
(That, for the wond’rous deed Left thro’ the ftile or mode you 





of foftering love wound the heart : 
“Bove ail thy feather’d fel- But when the fcourge of fatire 
_ lows wert fo priz’d, has its charms, 
Rais’d, like Elijab,to.the realms And ’yainit all fenfe and merit 
above, hey you. take arms ; 
And foon fo glorioufly im- When with the gail of jealoufy 
mortaliz’d ; you write, 
And drefl, in rhyme, anony- 
Thehand of Heaven, its fanc- monily éite— 
tion to beltow, *Tis plain you wit and poetry 
With its own facred ruby feal abufe, 
impreft, And, like q cannibal, devour the 


muie, 























































err a err que cee 





